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Special act to check red sanders smuggling mooted

NELLORE: In view of the spurt in illegal transportation of red sanders from the State for the past few months, the Forest Department is planning to bring out an Act to check timber smuggling and book the culprits.

The forest officials also submitted a proposal to the government for Rs. 10 crore to strengthen the staff in rural areas and requested to give force from Police Department on deputation basis to help the forest guards.

According to official sources, red sanders were being raised in Kadapa, Chittoor, Nellore and Prakasam districts in the State. It is said that a few Tamil Nadu-based smuggler gangs are operating in Andhra Pradesh and are shifting the valuable timber to Burma, China and Nepal.

Vehicles seized 

The forest authorities booked about 400 cases in the last eight years (from 2001 to 2008), seized 21,117 logs weighing about 566.86 tonnes of red sanders worth about Rs. 8.8 crore in Sri Potti Sriramulu Nellore district. They seized 178 vehicles and booked cases against 110 persons in this connection. 

Speaking to The Hindu Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (PCCF) C. Sivasankara Reddy said the government is proposing to bring an ordinance to check red sanders smuggling. 

Now the forest officials are booking cases against the accused under Red Sanders and Sandalwood Transit Rules of Andhra Pradesh Forest Act, 1967, and the smugglers are coming out on bail. Once the Act comes into force, the smugglers will not get bail and the punishment would be more stringent. 

Outsourcing staff 

Apart from routine recruitment, the department will soon arrange base camps and watch towers with outsourcing staff in the villages which are prone for smuggling. We are also taking the help of Vana Samrakshana Samitis to develop informant network about smugglers in villages, said the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests.

Intensifying raids 

An armed police force would be given to each DFO in all ranges and the forest officials will intensify raids. A proposal has been submitted to the government requesting to sanction Rs. 10 crore per annum for arranging more vehicles, setting up check posts and base camps and purchasing other equipment to check illegal transportation of red sanders, said Mr. Reddy.

Source: http://www.thehindu.com/2009/02/02/stories/2009020252410300.htm 
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Friday, May 15, 2009
Red sanders seized

KADAPA: Forest officials seized 80 red sander logs worth about Rs. three lakh stored discreetly in a banana plantation near Viswanathapuram village in Vanipenta forest range in Mydukur mandal in the early hours of Thursday.  Forest officials Srinivasulu and Hussain detected the red sander stocks, seized them and registered a case.
Source: http://www.thehindu.com/2009/05/15/stories/2009051553050300.htm
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Thursday, Oct 01, 2009

Two injured in chase, red sanders seized

KADAPA: The driver and cleaner of a car carrying red sander logs sustained fractures, when the vehicle rammed into a wall as they attempted to escape from a mobile forest official party which chased them on Wednesday.

The driver and cleaner of a Tata Sumo carrying about 30 logs of red sanders were hospitalised when it rammed into the wall of a house in Khajipet on Wednesday . Forest officer Sriramulu seized the contraband and shifted the culprits to RIMS hospital by 108 ambulance. 

Meanwhile, a mobile forest party intercepted a mini-lorry near Jangampalle in Vanipenta forest range in Mydukur in the early hours of Wednesday and seized 104 red sander logs worth Rs. 1.50 lakh from it. 

Source;  http://thehindu.com/2009/10/01/stories/2009100151640300.htm
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Thursday, Oct 08, 2009 
Forest official held, red sanders seized

KADAPA: Mydukur police arrested Veeraswamy, the Deputy Forest Range Officer of Markapuram in Prakasam district and five smugglers near Mudireddipalle in Mydukur mandal after intercepting a Tata Sumo in which they were transporting red sander logs illicitly on Wednesday.  Twenty red sander logs were seized from the car and 40 more hidden nearby and four of those arrested belonged to Kadapa district and one of Tamil Nadu. 

Source: http://www.hindu.com/2009/10/08/stories/2009100855820300.htm 
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